We know that in the decades to come, the Earth and its inhabitants, the human beings, will have to prove more than ever -individually and collectively -the intelligence of the world and of the sense of responsibility that, in principle, defines them as human beings and not as ubuesque slugs. (Stiegler, Bernard et al.: Réenchanter le Monde, 2006: 14, author's translation) In their harsh attack on the loss of "spirit value" accomplished according to the authors in the 20th century mainly, the French philosopher, director of the laboratory for development of new media, etc., Bernard Stiegler, and his co-writers, the Ars Industrialis, see no other way to move forward than the formation of a new human consciousness. If this were a unique phenomenon, one may just lift an eyebrow at the eschatological shriek and ask this union of artists and philosophers to return to their playpen. However, they are not alone. In fact, it would seem that a still larger section of the population of countries such as France, India or Denmark is beginning to think in these terms. A new face of humanity is needed, or so it is called for across many sectors, dimensions, and nations. Certainly, this is not the first time such claims have been made in the history of humankind. And surely, the fact that artists, intellectuals and other creative souls are engaged in this movement seems to be a quite common-place aspect as well. The call for a new way of thinking, of acting, of living with ourselves and nature -of adaptation or mitigation -is being made also by large NGO's, by nation states, by corporations, and by individuals such as the former vice-president of (what is still) the world's largest economy, Al Gore. But is this one message? Is there agreement on the change that is needed? And what are the tools used to push this change ahead, if we are to be serious about the idea of a "new humanity", a Homo Sostenibilis to replace the strategic logic of Homo Economicus? This paper will present the first results of a study made across cultures among creative actants working to produce such a change, such a shift mind, of paradigm. The study focuses on the sustensive cultural chronotopes used and inhabited by the creative actants and the groups in the context of workshops, courses, seminars, installations, etc. that they carry out. (The chronotope is an originally Bakhtinian concept for studying settings of time, space, matter and life such as a train journey, a congress -or, as it is here, i.e. an aesthetically and spatially based engagement of communities in wetland restoration).The study uncovers, on the one side, the endogenous and exogenous cultural dynamics of the chronotopes in order to strengthen our understanding of the ways in which cultural dynamics may develop and contribute to sustainability and adaptation to climate change. On the other side, it also works on multiplying and developing the ways of considering the concept and phenomenon of sustainability/baerekraft of the human sciences. At this point, the study will be ready to present the first results of 2 years of working with cultural actors working for and with sustainability and climate change. In the last months, the author and the cultural actors have been developing definitions and descriptions of both the tools through which they operate, and the human conditioning that they seek to establish. Through these steps, a number of questions arise regarding sustainability/baerekraft. This has to do with the processes, the people, the chronotopic settings, the results, the behaviour, etc. of the activities that we are studying. But of course also of the role of climate change in all of this -does their work tend to close upon itself, to become autopoïetic only? An important aspect of sustainability is that it tends to become pervasive and totalising -which does not mean that it should be encountered from a totalising perspective. On the contrary, much is pointing to the theory that baerekraft implies a shift away from the reductions of previous strategic thinking and organising, to new forms of being, of becoming, and of organising action, knowledge, resources, etc. These will be presented at the congress and will serve as an invitation to the entire scientific community working with aspects of climate change and sustainability to participate in the discussion of the interstices of culture, science, and global change.
